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war had proved, not only how valiantly the League
could fight if need arose, but also how well organized it
was; how it held together for the common weal; how
it would be not only unwise, but dangerous to resist
its demands for trade privileges and concessions.

A curious juxtaposition of events was afforded by
this chapter of history ; a German emperor was busy
in the interests of Rome, striving to bring back the
Pope from his long exile at Avignon, and obtaining
dubious victories over the great Italian family of the
Visconti; while meantime a league of cities in his
own empire was carrying on a successful war against
the kings of the north, dethroning and defeating them.
And so far from raising a hand to aid them, the
emperor, on paper, at least, and by word and pro-
testation, was taking part with Waldcmar against his
own subjects. A curious, a unique condition of
things truly.

And herewith we have brought the history of our
League to the close of what is known as its first
period, dating from its origin to the peace concluded
with Denmark.

